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UM AWARD GOES TO CAMERON RESIDENT 
MISSOULA--
Roberta Carkeek Cheney of Cameron will receive a Distinguished Alumni Award 
during The University of Montana’s 2001 Homecoming celebration Friday and Saturday, Oct. 
12-13.
The awards will be presented to six outstanding UM graduates at the traditional Singing 
on the Steps of Main Hall ceremony, which starts at 7 p.m. Friday.
Cheney became a freelance writer, poet, editor, teacher and historian after receiving 
her bachelor’s degree from UM in 1932. She has written, edited or co-authored 13 books and 
published more than 100 magazine and newspaper articles.
Cheney served as national president of Western Writers of America in 1978 and 1979. 
She is best known for her book "Names on the Faces of Montana," which is considered a basic 
reference work on the state’s history and geography. Among her other publications are "The 
Big Missouri Winter Count: A Calendar of the Sioux 1796-1926," "Music, Saddles and 
Flapjacks: Dudes at the OTO Ranch" and "Hans Kleiber, Artist of the Big Horn Mountains," 
which was named Best Western Art Book of 1976 by the Cowboy Hall of Fame.
Cheney currently presents lectures on Montana place names and writes weekly columns 
about the state’s history for the Madisonian newspaper in Ennis.
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